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DINBURGH, June 2d, 1796. 


At a Generat Meeting 'of the Society in Scotland for 
Propagating Chriſtian Knowledge, 


The EARL or Leven, Prefident, in the Chair, 


Tur thanks of the Society were given from the Chair to the 
Rev. Dr Davidſon, for his excellent Sermon this day preached 
before them; and he was requeſted to give his manuſcript of the 
fame, to be printed for the benefit 4 the Society. 
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THE EXCELLENCY OF THE KNOWLEDGE OF YESUS 
CHRIST, | 


A SERMON. 


A 


Yea, doubtleſs, and I count all things but loſs, for the 
excellency of the knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt. 


DP HE converſion of the apoſtle Paul pro- 
| duced a total change in his manner of 
thinking. Turned from darkntfs unto light, 
by the grace of him whom he had been per- 
ſecuting, he perceived at once the inſignifi- 
cance of all the common objects of human at- 
tention and purſuit, when compared with the 
excellency of the knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt. 
He ſaw the religious tenets and obſervances, 
which differ from the doctrines and inſtitutions 
| A | of 
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ol the goſpel, on which men placed their con- 
fidence, and on which he himſelf formerly reſt- 
ed his hope of acceptance with God, and of fu - 
ture happineſs, to be utterly unprofitable for 
theſe important ends. What things were 
gain to me, thoſe 1 counted loſs for Chriſt *.” 
And this was his firm unaltered judgement, af. 
ter the experience of many years, and after the 
moſt deliberate inveſtigation and trial. Yea, 
« doubtleſs, and I” now * count all things but 


d loſs, for the excellency of the knowledge of 


& Jeſus Chriſt,” 

The ſubje& ſuggeſted by theſe words is, the 
ſuperior excellency of the knowledge of Jeſus 
Chriſt, It is peculiarly connected with the 
defign of our preſent meeting ; and, in attempt- 
g to illuſtrate it, 1 ſhall confider, 


F. What the knowledge of Jeſus Chrif is,— 

And, | 

II. Some of its diſlidguiiag characters, by 

which we diſcern its intrinſie and tranſcen« 
dent excellence, | 


I. What 


* Ver. 7. 
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I. What is that knowledge of In Chriſt, 
which was conſidered by the apoſtle, as incom- 
parably more excellent and valuable, than all 
other things? The knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt 
may be underſtood. to ſignify, the knowledge 
of his perſon, of his character, and of his * 
tions to us. * 

His perſon is Jeſcrived i in theſe robs of the 
evangeliſt John. In the beginning was the 
% Word, and the Word was with God; and the 
„ Word was God: And the Word was made 
c fleſh, and dwelt among us.“ Every thought 
and every work of God is a great deep. But 
of all others this is the moſt incomprehenfible, 
« Great is the myſtery of godlineſs: God was 
manifeſt in the fleſh 4.” The fact is ſo my- 
ſterious, as to be unſearchable by angels; and, 
without a divine revelation, could never have 
entered into the imagination of man. It is the 
work of God alone, to conſtitute an union of 
different and of oppoſite natures. In this re- 
ſpect, we ourſelves * are fearfully and wonder- 
« fully made.“ Inert and lifeleſs clay is join- 
ed, in one- perſon, with the rational ſoul ' of 

man, 


John i. 1, 114. Tim. in. 16. 
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man. But, in the perſon of Jeſus Chriſt, the 
duſt of the earth, a created animal and ratio- 
nal nature, are united with the glory of the 
Only begotten of the Father.” The eſſence 
of the uncreated God, is united with the loweſt 
thing that is made! He who was before all ages, 
the Alpha,“ who gave birth to days and yeats; 
© who was in the form of God;“ and did the 
works which none but God can do, in cre- 
ation; legiſlation, and providential govern- 
ment, appears in © the form of a ſervant; and 
„ in the likeneſs” of thoſe, who ſay ' to the 
« worm; Thou art our brother and our ſiſter X.“ 
He, before whom all the hoſts of angels bow, 
| acknowledging him © to be God over all; and 
« bleſſed fer ever , becomes of no reputa- 
tion, and humbles himſelf 1,“ in the form of 
man, to ſuffer the moſt ignominious. and ac-- 
curſed death! That there ſhould be ſuch a per- 
ſon in the univerſe as Zeſus Chriſt, is a ſubject. 
of knowledge which we could have denied: 
from none but God himſelf. 
For every work of God there is a reaſoa;” be- 
coming his infinite wiſdom : And for-this there 
| muſt 


Job xvii. 14. f Rom. ix. 3. Phil. ii. 7. - 
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muſt be a cauſe ſuited to a fact ſo wonderful! 
« We ſee through a glaſs darkly ; and know 
* but in part *,” It is, however, our duty and 
our privilege, guided by the light of revela- 
tion, to enquire with humility and reverence 
into this deep and intereſting ou: of infi- 
nite wiſdom and power. 

The angelic tribes, beings of a higher order 
than men, endowed: with ſuperior faculties, 
were from the beginning judged individually 
by him who made them ; and kept their firſt 
eſtate, or fell from it, according to their perſo- 
nal conduct. But, it pleaſed God to place the 
human race under a different diſpenſation. 
One man repreſented thoſe, who were to fpring 
from him. The firſt man was, and acted as, a 
public character, and in the effects of his con- 
duct all his poſterity were involved. The tranſ- 
greſſion of Adam brought fin and death into 


the world; © and ſo death paſſed upon all men, 


for that all have ſinned .“ To ſave our fal- 
len race, and to redeem them unto God, the 
wonderful Perſon, to whom the text relates, 
became the ſecond public character, to con- 

| ſtitute 
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ſtitute whom the different natures which have. 
been mentioned were requiſite. | ' And ſo it 
* js written, the firſt man, Adam, was made 
a living ſoul, the laſt Adam Was made 3 
5 ee ſpirit. Howbeit. that was not 
* firſt which is ſpiritual, but that which is na · 
_ + tural, and afterward that which 1s ſpiritual, 
The firſt man is of the earth, earthy; the 
* ſecond man is the Lord from heaven “.“ 
The firſt man, the living ſoul,” diffuſed uni- 
verſal death and miſery among his offspring. 
But * the laſt man, made a quickening Spirit,“ 
had “life in himſelf 4 ;” not only, power to 
„lay down his life, and power to take it again,” 
as the ends of his incarnation required; but 
that independent principle of life, from which he 
had power to quicken, or impart life to whom-. 
ſoever he would. Had not the Son of God 
poſſeſſed this life-giving power, his appearance 
on earth could not have been of eſſential ad- 
vantage to thoſe who are naturally in ſubjec- 
tion to the worſt of deaths, dead in treſpaſſes, 
* and fins.” No external means could have 
produced any ſaving effect on them, without 
the 


* x Cor. xv. 45—47. ＋ John v. 26. 
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the co-operation of a divine energy. Of this, 


univerſal experience and obſervation afford the 


moſt complete and melancholy evidence. Un- 
der the beſt human inſtruction, men remain ig- 
norant, and alienated from the life of God. 
They are 'not awakened or alarmed by threat- 
enings; nor allured by promiſes ; nor awed by 
authority ; nor perſuaded by the richeſt good- 
neſs and long-ſuffering, to return and yield 


themſelves unto God. The inſufficiency of 


reaſon, as a principle of conduct, in the preſent 
degenerate ſtate of human nature, 1s inconteſt- 
ibly proved by the experience of ages. -The 
reftoration of the fallen creature to a capacity of 
ſerving God with purity of mind, and of enjoy - 
ing his communion, is as life from the dead:“ 
and the energy by which it 1s effected, is re- 
preſented in the goſpel as one of the leading 
features in the character of Chriſt, as the Au- 
thor of eternal ſalvation. The hour is eom- 
« ing,” faith our Lord,“ and now is, when the 
„ dead ſhall hear the voice of the Son of God, 
« and they that hear ſhall live &.“ „I am 
* come, that they might have life, and that 
they might have it more abundantly +.” 
a | Chriſt 


John v. 25. + John x. 10. 


(#7 

Chriſt, coming into the world; in the charac. 
ter of the ſecond Adam, executed the offices 
ſaited to that character, to our ſituation, and 
to the defign of accompliſhing our ſalvation: 
He appeared, as the great Prophet of God: 
And, as the Light of a world, involved in ig- 
norance and error, he made every thing manifeſt 
reſpecting heaven and earth and hell, which 
it was of importance for us to know; diſpell- 
ing the clouds which our depravity had raiſed, 
to conceal from us, or to disfigure the moſt in- 
| 3 truths. | | 
But when we think of our Lord, as ſent into 
the world for our redemption from ſin and 
death, we muſt conſider his office as a Prieſt, 
and his obedience unto death, © the death of 
«the croſs,“ as forming the leading circum- 
ſtances in his character, adapted to this general 
end of his miſſion. It became him, for whom 
are all things, and by whom are all things, 
in bringing many ſons unto glory, to make 
the Captain of their ſalvation perfect through 
«. ſufferings *.” And his ſufferings were in- 
tended, not merely to be the great example of. 
3 


*. Heb. ii. 10. 
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the fortitude, the patience, and the reſignation 
of ſuffering virtue; though this was allo an im: 
tn deſign of them; hut to de a proper and 
vicarious ſacrifice for the fins of the world. 
They were, “an offering without ſpot untg 
God,“ in the roam of men, agaiaſt, bgm 
* the wrath of God was revealed from heaven; 
an atonement, for their guilt, chat their fins. 
might not be . imputed to them; the ſufferings 
of the juſt for the unjuſt, that by his ſtripes 
* they might be healed *,” © The Son of 
« Man came to give his life a zanſom, for. 
many +” „ For God hath made. him to 
„be ſin for us, who knew no fin, that wa, 
might be made the righteouſneſs of God in 
„him 1.“ Him bath God ſet. forth to be a 
propitiation, through faith in his blood, to de · 
* clare his righteouſneſs for the remiſſion, of 
* ſins; that he might be uſt, and the juſtifier of 
him which believeth an Jeſus 5. The atone- 
ment for ſin by the blood of Chriſt, is the great 
fact on which, we reſt our pexſuaſion, that he 
« 18 ſet for ſalvation to the ends of the earth; 
and, that whoſoever believeth on him ſhall 
| B « not 


* 1 Pet. ili. 18. T Mat. X. 28. | 2 2 Cor. V. 41. 
8 Rom. Ui. 2527 26. ö 
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a not periſh, fat ſhall have everlaſting life." 
It is the fact from which we derive out 


confidence in the e energy of bis interceſſion, as 


the great High Prieſt, for them whom he hath 
redeemed unto God. We know, that | in hea- 


ven he is touched with the feeling of our infir- 
mities, and that, as one who was in all points 
Mp tempted as we are tempted, he is able to ſuc- 
& cour them who are tempted.” But his in 
terceſſion itſelf is manifeſtly repreſented, a8 de- 
riving its efficacy from the blood of atonement. 
„The high prieſt entered i into the holy place 
* made with hands, with the blood of others. 
« But neither by the blood of goats and calyes, 
« but by his own blood, did Chrift enter in 
* once into the holy place, (that is, into hea- 
ven itſelf, now to appear in the preſence of 
* God for us) haying for us s obtained eternal 
g redemption .“ z 

It is undoubtedly a moſt intereſting view & 
the ſufferings of our Lord, that they were in- 
tended to give him an opportunity of becoming 
a pattern to us of the virtues which ſhould be 
cultivated in a ſtate of ſuffering, and of the tem- 


per 


* Heb. ix. 7, IT, 12, 24, 25 : 
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per of mind with which our ſufferings in this 
life ought to be ſuſtained. This Was certainly 
an important deſign of them: * For Chriſt al- 
« ſo ſuffered for us, leaving us an example that 
= ye ſhould follow his ſteps .“ And his life | 
was, in like manner, intended as an Rae. to 
us; to ſhew us © how we ought to walk, and to 
« pleaſe God ;” an example ſpotleſsly pure and 
perfect; yet completely adapted to our real 
circumſtances, and to the ſphere of duty ap- 
pointed us in this world. — But this view, both 
of his life, and of his ſufferings and death, is 
entirely conſiſtent with the great ends we muſt 
aſſign to them, when we conſider him as © the 
Author of eternal ſalvation,” and as * the 
Lord our righteouſneſs.” | 
The refurreftion of Jeſus from the dead, 
which forms ſo important an article in his per- 
ſonal hiſtory, is likewiſe exhibited to us in dif. 
ferent momentous lights. It is the leading fact 
by which © he was declared to Be the Son of 
« God with power ;“ and therefore the fact, 
on which the apoſtles chiefly reſt the divine au- 
thority of his miſſion and of his doctrine. It is 
| the 


Ty Pet. ii. 21; + Rom. i. 44 
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the'event by which we ate alſuted ok the ces 
0 bf his death and atonement, and of the cer. 
tainty of * his coming the ſecond time without 
« fin unto ſalvation. God hath raiſed him up 
© fromthe dead, and given him glory, that 
« your faith and hope might be in God &. 
It is, beſides, the pledge of our refurtection 
from the dead, at the Taft day. Fot ©Chriſt 
js tiſen, and become the firſt fruits of them 
«that ſept; and them alfo which n Je- 
* * ſus will God bring with him “ 
The exaltation of Chriſt to A hand of 
God, as the reſult of his humiliation in the fleſh, 
completes our knowledge of his perſonal hiſtory. 
«© Becauſe he humbled himſelf, and becamè o- 
% betlient” unto death, even the death of the 
4e eros: Therefore God alfo hath highly exalt- 
ed him, and given him a name which is a- 
« bove every name; that at the name of Jeſus 
« every knee ſhould bow, of things in heaven, 
« and things on earth, and things under the 
8. earth; and that every tongue ſhould confeſs 
6 _ Jeſus Chriſt is Lord, to the glory of God 
"the Father ** In this exalted ſtate, he 

* by reigns 


| t Pet. i. 21. + 1 Cor. xv. 20. x Theſf. iv. 14. 
i 1 Phft. li. 8,11 


(39 
reigns as Ming of Zion; and he ſhall continue 
to reign till all ſhall have come to him, who 
« were given him by the Father, and till his 
e enemies are made his footſtool.” He ſhall 
then appear again to the world, in his glory, as 
the univerſal Fudge, © to render to all, without 
« reſpect of perſons, according to their works.” 
The Anowledge ſpoken of in the text com- 
prehends theſe: and fimilar vie ws of the per- 
ſon and character of Jeſus Chriſt, of the of. 
fices with which he is inveſted in his rela- 
tions to us, and of the general ends and effects 
of his incarnation ;—fubzeRs of all others the 
moſt glorious in themſelves, and the moſt inte- 
reſting to men; and therefore poſſeſſing an e- 
cellence or value ſuperior to that which can be- 
long to any other object of human knowledge; 
ſubjects which, without the revelation of God, 
« eye hath not ſeen, nor ear heard, and which 
« have not entered into the heart of man &.“ 
In contemplating them, ' ſhall not each of us 
unite with the apoſtle in ſaying, © Yea, doubt- 
« leſs, and I count all things but loſs,“ uſeleſs 
and unprofitable, when compared with © the 


as excellencr 
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6 excellency of the knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt,” 
„ Bleſſed be the God and Father of our Lord 
6 « Jeſus Chriſt, who hath begotten us again to 
&« a lively hope, by the reſurrection of Chriſt 
« from the dead; who hath bleſſed us with all 
" ſpiritual bleflings, in heavenly places, in 
« him“. 2 * 

But, there i is a more extenſive meaning of 
the knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt, of which indeed 
that which has been mentioned forms an eſ- 
ſential part; namely, he whole ſyſtem of divine 
truth revealed by him, He did not come into 
the world merely to give us information con- 
cerning himſelf, But while he has taught us 
the truth reſpecting his own character and of- 
fices, be has alſo made all things manifeſt that 
can be of real advantage to us ;—like the ſun, | 
who, by his ſhining, both exhibits himſelf, and 
| makes us to ſee every thing around us. | 
The perſon of Chriſt, and the knowledge of 
Chriſt, are frequently uſed in the New Teſta- 
ment, to convey this enlarged idea of the 


goſpel; as in the following paſſages. * We 
64 « preach not ourſelves, but Chriſt Jeſus the 
* Lord,” 2 


* x Pet. i. 3. Eph. i. 3. 
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(6 Lord *, » « * Which, vail is done away in 
. Chriſt . ” 41 ſpeak. the truth in Chriſt 1. 
6 Ye have not fo learned Chriſt $.” 6 Grow 
1 in the knowledge of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt .“ 
66 God maketh manifeſt the ſavour of his know- 
a ledge by us in every place, For we are un- 
60 to God a ſweet ſavour of Chriſt, in them that 
« are ſaved, and in them that periſh J.“, 

In this view Chriſt calls himſelf, and is often 
repreſented by the prophets and apoſtles as 
* the Light of the world, » Before the morn- 
ing's dawn, darkneſs reigns; external objecls 
are unperceived or miſapprehended ; and men 
are perpetually ſubject to wander, to ſtumble, 
and to fall. They are expoſed to terror and to 
deſtruction. When the light breaks forth, all 
is reverſed; Chearfulneſs and hope ariſe. Thin g3 
are ſeen as they are. The paths of danger and 
of ſafety, the objects of defire and of averſion, 
are made manifeſt. * Man goeth forth to his 
« work and to his labour till the evening.“ 
There is no image more commonly uſed in 
ſcripture than this, to expreſs the blefſ:d nature 


and 


* 2 Cor. iv. 5. ＋ 2 Cor. iii. 14. ＋ 2 Tim. ii. 7 
F Eph. iv. 24. || 2 Pet. iti. 18. 72 Cor. ii. 14. 15. 
%* Pfal. civ. 23. 
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and effes of the Mcidti df Jedi Chr. | 
But, however juſt and fuitable, it falls'far ſhort 
of the realities it would repreſent. Till the Sun- 
of Righteouſneſs ariſe upon us, all ſpiritual ob- 
jects, all that regards our moral and ſpiritual 
condition, all that relates to the God * with 
hom we have to do,” and to the eternal world 
in which we are certainly to exiſt, are, with 
reſpect to us, involved in darkneſs. Far are 
we from having a juſt diſcernment of the real 
ſtate of things. We walk in darkneſs, In e- 
very inſtance we are liable to error, and by er- 
ror are expoſed to ruin, * The world by wil- 
dom hath not known God x.“ * The blind 
« have led the blind, and any have e in- 

« to the ditch +.” 13 
Our Lord is called the 7. * for the ſame rea- 
ſon that he is called the Light; becauſe he has 
revealed the truth, With reſpect to every 
thing in the univerſe, there is a ſtate which is 
true, and true unchangeably. This is the ſtate 

in which God himſelf ſaw the eſſential princi- 
ples, on winch the intereſts and obligations of 

e intelligent 


* 1 Cor. i. 21. ＋ Mat. xv. 14. 
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iatelligent creatures depend, in which he now 
ſees. them. and mall. ſee them for eyer, From 
this juſt view of them the ſpirits. deviated, who 
fell from their firſt condition, by. tranſgreſſion. 
7 a abode not in the truth, becauſe there 
| is, no truth in them.“ Hence it is, that 
— is called, «* a liar from the, beginning, 
1 and the father of lies u becauſe he firſt em; 

A falſehood, and has ever fince been pro- 
pagating it among mankind. This he did moſt 
rempckably in the firſt temptation, by inſinuat- 
ing f falſehood 1 into the minds of our firſt parents, 
in matters of the higheſt moment od had 
| made known to them the moſt important truth, 


when he revealed himſelf as the infinitely holy 


and the juſt Jehovah, to whom therefore the 
creature ſhould live in all holy ſubjection ; and 
when he warned them, that death ſhould be the 
certain conſequence of their diſobedience. To 
this, the deceiver oppoſed the fatal lie, that in 
ſinging, they ſhould not die bw but on the 
contrary, would acquire more knowledge and 
felicity than they yet enjoyed; that their ſenſes 
and their defire of knowledge would be more 

G8 | highly 


by John Vill. 44. 7 Gen. uz 4. 
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highly gratified than they could be by obedi- 
ence ; and that © they would become as gods, 
„knowing good and evil “.“ Thus, in oppoſi- 
tion to unchangeable truth, he taught the hor- 
_ fid falſehood, that God is neither holy in hat- 
ing fin, nor juſt and faithful to puniſh it; as he 
hath threatened; ; that fin is not evil, nor obe- 
dience to the holy dean 1 2 he'd 
to true happineſs. val 210 

Thus began the great controverſy between 
truth and falſehood, which has ſubſiſted in eve- 


y period of the world, which ill ſubſiſts in all 


places of the earth, and in your hearts and 
mine. Examine what paſſes in your minds 
duting the ſtruggle of temptation, and you 
ſhall find, that as the one or the other prevails, 
you ate ſteady or unſteady in the path of duty. 
And, becaufe mankind have univerſally heark- 
ened to the falſehood, and, as the apoſtle de- 
ſeribes it, © have changed the truth of God,“ 
his holineſs, righteouſneſs, and faithfulneſs, 
into a Iie .“ as if he were neither holy, nor 
juſt nor faithful; therefore * the whole” unbe- 
ab « world lieth in wickedneſs .“ Chriſt 
came 


* Gen. wi, 5. "+ Rom. i. 25. {x John y. 19. 
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came into the world to reveal and to confirm 
this moſt momentous. part of the truth, in oppo- 
ſition to all the errors which had abounded in 
the earth. For this end was he born, and for 
* this cauſe came he into the world, that he 
« might bear witneſs to the truth K.“ This is 
„the truth,“ which is ſaid to be * in Jeſus,” of 
which men of corrupt minds are deſtitute. 
When it is made known, they will © not re- 
1 ceive it in love; they will not obey it ; but 
ſtill retaining the falſehood of the father of lies, 
© they fall into ſtrong deluſion, in which they 
« periſh. . The truth becomes to them © the 
« ſavour of death unto death.“ | 
On the other hand, thoſe who, with the l. | 
diffidence and humility of little children, come 
to Chriſt as the great and infallible Prophet, 
ſent by God to deliver them from the error of 
the wicked, and to inſtruct them in the un- 
changeable truth of God, receive bis doctrine 
in love, and are thereby brought to faith, to 
repentance, to holineſs, and. conſequently. ob- 
tain true and everlaſting ſalvation. , The aw- 
ful difference between men and men, as they 


are 
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are variouſly affected and influenced by the ſame 
truths, is repreſented in what Paul ſays to the 
believing Theſfſalonians: That they all may be 
„ ddamned who believed not the truth, but had 
e pleaſure in unrighteouſneſs, But we are bound 
++. to: give thanks always to God for you, pre- 
«+. thren, beloved of God; becauſe God hath 
from the beginning choſen you to fal vation, 
& through ſanctification oh: the 2 and be- 
1% lief of the truth *.“ 1 Fe Nn 

| What important PEP is hid which the 
doctrine of Chriſt, called the truth, does not ex- 
tend 3. It extends to the Moft High God himſelf. 
He was {manifeſted formerly by means of his 
works. Theſe diſplayed his glory, as „ the 
one, living and true God,” infinitely good, 
wiſe, and powerful. But in conſequence of 
ſin, and through the amazing depravity of the 
human heart, and its alienation from him, this 
knowledge was ſoon abſcured and loſt. Think- 
ing themſelves wiſe, men became fools,” and 
doing homage “ to lords many and gods many,” 
they degenerated ſo far as to worſhip four-foot- 
ed beaſts and ere things. The true know- 

ledge 


| ( #f ) 
ledge of God was not only reſtored by Jeſus 
Chrift, but far more brightly! diſplayed than 
ever it had been before: and the truth of his 
| Ren was A the moſt nenen 
dence. M | | Amt Sisal 

„Mises had formerly been ade known 
by means of his viſible creation; in heaven and 
in the earth, and by the various and number- 
leſs bounties of his providence. But it is now 
demonſtrated by his ſending into the world his 
only-begotten Son, who is infinitely above all 
creatures. God hath thus'' commended his 
jove towards us,“ in the moſt aſtonifhibg man- 
ner, ſo as to be worthy of the higheſt admira- 
tion and praiſe. 4 Herein is love, not that we 
1 Joved God, but that he loved us, and fent 
his Son to be the propitiation for our fins &. 

The wifdom of God had formerly appeared, 
in the admirable contrivance, and exquiſite fix. 
neſs of every thing in creation and providence, 
to anſwer the countleſs important ends, which 
were intended to be accompliſhed by them. 
But Chriſt is tiled emphatically, © the Wiſdom 
«of God ;“ and in his finiſhed undertaking 


we 
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we behold “the manifold wiſdom'of God *. 
The wiſdom of God in a myſtery” appeareth 
in him, “even that hidden wiſdom which God 
<4. ordained before the world unto our glory 4,“ 
and which otherwiſe would have been for ever 
concealed from the view of his creatures. By 
this wiſdom the honour of the attributes, the 
law, and the government of God, are rendered 
conſiſtent with the ſalvation of the ſinner; nay, 
by means of it are moſt gloriouſly illuſtrated. 
Mercy and truth are met together, righte- 
ouſneſs and peace have kiſſed each other 1, 
In the beginning of times, the juſtice. of God 
was diſplayed 1n rewarding the obedient angels, 
with the confirmation of their felicity, and in 
reſerving the diſobedient in chains, under 
«4. darkneſs, to the judgement of the great day ? 
But now, by the goſpel, he hath exhibited: his 
juſtice in a much more awful light, making it 
evident, that * he will by no means clear the 
« *, guilty ; not ſparing his own Son,” when 
he aſſumed the human nature, but“ giving him 
up to death for us all ; nay, in rendering 
him a curſe for us;” and afterwards in exalt- 
| | ing 
* Eph. iii. 10. + 3 cot. ü. 7. T Pal. Ixxxv. tb. 
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ing him more highly than all the hoſts. of hea- 
ven; and beſtowing © on him a more excellent 
4 name than they, even a name above every 
name“, on account of his humiliation, and 
obedience, and ſuffering unto death. Becauſe, 
in what he did and ſuffered, he demonſtrated 
his love of righteouſneſs and hatred of wic- 
4 kedneſs, therefore God; his God, anointed 
„him with the oil of ne above his fel- 
ene {Li ginoty an n 
The 8 ond eke ot God, were 
originally made known, by his calling thoſe 
anthings to be that were not.“ He ſaid, Let 


a there be light, and there was light; he com- 


„ manded, and all things ſtood faſt, according 
to his will. But now, the ene pleaſure 
of the Almigbty is manifeſted, not only in the 
formation and diſpoſal of mere creatures, but 
in his dealings with him, who, being in the 
* form of God, thought it not robbery to be 
equal with God;“ in conſequence of © his 
taking upon him the form of a ſervant, and 
his being made in the likeneſs of men }.” 
“ Behold his Servant whom he upheld, his 
1 « Elect 

* Heb. i. 4. Phil. ii. 9. Pf. Av. 2. Phil. ii. 6, 7. 
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* Elect in whom his foul delighteth x. * «Ty 
0 PLN come, a ſaid he, « to do thy will, 0 God 1. 
And therefore it is written, that, « though a 
2 ſon, he learned obedience by the things which 
« * he ſuffered g. 5 Compared with the obedience 
and ſubmiſſion, of the Son of God in our nature, 
what i is all the implicit ſubjection of men and of 
angels! 1 and who, fayoured with, the "revelation 
of theſe marvellous truths, * « hall not | fear the 
«> Lord, and glorify his name St; Henceforth 
6 bow unto the Lord, ye mighty : give un- 
6 to the Lord glory and fireogth ; give unto 
« the Lord the glory which is due. unto his 
2 name ll. Exalt ye the Lord our God, for he 
6 reigneth; ; and worſhip a at his footſtool, for he 

6 is holy J. I : 3 | - 
It might be «ay to thew, 3 in \ like manner, 
that Jeſus Chriſt has diſplayed all the other mo- 
al attributes of God in a far more luſtrious 
way than they had ever been exhibited by the 


| works of creation, and by the courſe of pro- 
vidence, 4 ; 
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1 merits, however, particular notice, that he 
has revealed parts of the divine excellence, which 
had not before been known at all. Such as the 
grace and the patience of God. Of theſe the 
original law made no diſcovery. It ſaid, the 
« ſoul that ſinneth ſhall die *.” It did not give 
even the fainteſt intimation of a poſſibility that 
this awful ſanction ſhould not be fully executed 
on the tranſgreſſor. The operations of con- 
ſcience correſpond with the voice of the law. 
And if it is not defiled,” or rendered inſenfi- 
ble by repeated acts and long habits of ſin, it 
inſtantly ſmites and condemns on an act of 
tranſgreſſion, and excites the painful forebod- 
ings of future puniſhment. This idea i is con- 
firmed by the fact related to us, concerning the 
angels who finned; that they were immediate- 
ly baniſhed from heaven, and bound in chains 
of darkneſs; that is to ſay, were placed in a 
ſtate of diſmal deſpair, which admits not a fin- 
gle ray of hope, but in which they are reſerved 
till the general judgement at the great day. a 

If it is aſked, why was not the threatened 
puniſhment, executed on man immediately and 

3 fully? 
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fully? 1 anſwer, it was executed immediately 
in part; but was not executed fully, becauſe, 
in the richeſs of the wiſdom and the love of 
God, there had been planned for him a method 
of redemption. And it is further to be obſerv- 
ed, that neither has © the wrath revealed from 
* heaven againſt ungodlineſs and unrighteouſ- 
*« neſs” been executed completely, on apoſtate 
angels, nor will it be fully executed till the final 
judgement, It would ſeem that, at preſent, 
they ſuffer but a part of the puniſhment of their 
apoſtaſy. Hence it is, that the threatening a- 
gainſt impenitent men is, that they ſhall be caſt 
inte the, everlaſting fire prepared for the de- 
„ vil and his angels.“ With regard to man, 
he was inſtantaneouſly ſubjeR .. to the firſt 
death; while ſhame, and - remorſe, and terror, 
took poſſeſſion of his guilty boſom, as the fore- 
runners of the ſecond death,” to be fully in- 
flicted at the appointed period. Often, indeed, 
does he indulge a preſumptuous hope, and lull 
his conſcience aſlee p, by aſſuring himſelf * of 
peace and ſafety.” But this deluſion cannot 
make God a liar: the truth of his threatening 
| | | will, 


* Matt. xxv, 41. 
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will, in due time, be vindicated. For“ ſud- 
« den deſtruction ſhall come upon the tranſ. 
„ greſſor, and he ſhall not eſcape *.” | 

Wherever there was any juſt hope of delive- 

rance, in thoſe ages that preceded the coming of 
Chriſt, it ſprung entirely from the promiſes con- 
cerning him, and from the dawn of goſpel light, 
of which theſe promiſes and the diſpenfations 
connected with them gave the expectation. 
When the morning dawned, the preſages of 
light and comfort proceeded not from the fore 
going night, but only from the approaching 
day. It is not from our ſtate of ſin, nor from 
the workings of our conſciences, nor from the 
feelings of our minds under a ſenſe of ſin, that 
our hopes of ſalvation ariſe; but purely from 
the intimations and promiſes of mercy through” 
Jeſus Chriſt, To theſe the ancient believers' 
looked for conſolation, and from thence was 
derived all their joy. Had it not been for the 
appearance and doctrine of Jeſys Chriſt, neither 
men nor angels had ever known, that there is 
mercy with God for ſinners, and that the deſign 
of his long-ſuffering patience with men is, that 
they may return to God through a Redeemer, 
| and 
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and be ſaved.” As death is the final iſſue of e- 
very living thing in this world, the only natu- 
ral inference was, that it ſhould alſo be our un- 
happy doom. It is Chriſt alone who hath diſ- 
fpelled our darkneſs, and hath made true and 
ſatisfying light to ſhine; by ſhewing, that for 
us there is mercy, forgiveneſs, and plenteous re- 
demption ; and that the reaſon of God's bearing 
uith us ſo long is, that we may become partakers 
of theſe ineſtimable bleffings. We are taught 
to account the long-ſuffering of God Talva- 
tion “ Aud thus, not to men only, but al- 
fo „to principalities and powers in heavenly 
places, the divine excellence is made known 
more fully and conſpicuoufſly by the goſpel, 
Than by all other means t; and hence, in cele- 
brating the praiſes of God, they unite in ſay ing, 
The whole earth is full of thy glory .?“ 
It is not the divine excellence alone, that is un- 
folded to us by the doctrine of Jeſus Chriſti In 
rhe following examples, relating to important ſub- 
jects, we perceive how it has reſtored the truth, 
and made it manifeſt, in oppoſition'ts the fatal 
errors into which men naturally fall. 


How 


* Pet. fl. 143. + Eph, iti.zo. © Ifa, vi. 5. 


( 29 ) | 

How prone are men. to; conſider fin as trivial 
or excuſable, and. deſerving of little puniſhment 
from God. Theſe are the ſentiments of men, 
to whom the holy ſeriptures have announced 
it exceeding ſinful” in itſelf, and “ bitter” in 
its conſequences; and after * God hath revealed 
His wrath from heaven againſt all ungodlineſs 
and unrighteouſoeſs of men x. Even con- 
ſeience itſelf, being defiled and blunted, makes 

but a feeble reſiſtance to the deluſive error, and 
ſounds but a gentle alarm. But the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt hath demonſtrated the unchangeable ho- 
lineſs of the Father, and that the threatenings de- 
nounced againſt fin ſhall certainly be executed. 
He hath not only, renewed or repeated theſe 
_ threatenings; but, in his own ſufferings and death. 
he hath given the moſt awful diſplay of the ter- 
rors of the Lord againſt all injquity. Since he who 

| i the only begotten and well-beloved of the Fa- 
tber was nat ſpared ;“ it is manifeſtly impoſſi- 
ble, that the guilty themſelves, who continue in 
unbelief and impenitence, can eſcape. For them 
there W certain fearful looking forof 
liprutent nab and „dent 


Rom. i. 18. 
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« judgement and fiery indignation, which ſhall 
© devour them as adverſaries .“ 

The law of God is little attended to by men: 
it is very imperfectly underſtood, and ſtill more 
imperfectly obeyed. But the Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
hath delivered it from every falſe gloſs; hath 
ſhewn it to be“ holy, juſt, and good ;” to be 
* exceeding broad,” extending to the deſires, 
to the moſt ſecret thoughts and purpoſes of the 
heart; and, by no means, as the Phariſees un- 
derſtood it, extending only to the regulation of 
the external conduct, He hath ſhewn, that the 
law is divinely ſpiritual, and admirably adapted 
to our circumſtances ; leading by our obedience 
of it to an entire reſemblance of God. He 
made it honourable,” by his perfect conformity 
to it, in the purity of his heart, and in his uni- 
formly ſpotleſs life. He magnified it,“ in his 
death, ſhewing therein, that not one iota of it 
| ſhall or can be paſſed from, that perfect obedi- 
ence 1s required, and ſhall be rewarded, and that 
the leaſt violation of it ſhall be puniſhed, till 
all that is written in it be completely fulfilled. 

Again; we are naturally diſpoſed to conſider 
this world, as a place where real ſatisfaction is to 

be 
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be found. One generation after another indul- 
ges and purſues the vain hope. No one age 
18 profited by the diſappointment of all that 
went before it, but each fill courts the phan- 
tom, as if their predeceſſors had not been de- 


. + ceived; © This their way is their folly, yet 


their poſterity approve their ſayings *, *” But 
by the revelation of Jeſus Chriſt, we are inform- 
ed how and why the whole creation groaneth | 
« and travelleth in pain together 4.” It teach- 
es, and accounts for, the fact, that things viſi- 
ble and material are unſatisfactory and periſh- 
ing, and that the inviſible ſpiritual objects which 
it has unfolded are ſubſtantial, ſatisfying, and 
eternal. Thus, it is made obvious, that a 
« man's life conſiſteth not in the abundance of 
« the outward things which he poſſeſſes; that a 
„ man cannot be profited, if he ſhould gain the 
« whole world, and loſe his own ſoul ;” that the 
ſalvation of the ſoul is © the one thing need- 
« ful”; that it is our higheſt wiſdom and duty, 
to mind the things which belong to our peace, 
„ and to ſeek that good part, which is never 
„ taken away from him who poſſeſſes * 
With 


*Pſal. xlix. 13. + Rom. viii. 22. 
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With reſpec. to the great ſubjeds of tife and 
death, and Judgement, and eternity, there is 2 
connected ſyſtem of error, that runs through all 
the ſentiments of men unenlightened by the 
golpel; and an equally conſiſtent; line of truth, 


which paſſes through all the doctrine of Jeſus + 


Chriſt. The one 1s the lie of the grand Deceir- 
er; the other is the teſtimony of ts the true and. 
6 faithful. Witneſs,” who came from God, to 
reconcile us to him, and to reſtore us to holineſs 
and to happineſs. By this teſtimony, we are 
informed, that God was in Chriſt, reconciling 
« the world to himſelf; not imputing their 
« treſpaſſes to them *, ” but to him, that who- 
« ſoever believeth on him ſhall not periſh, but 
* ſhall have everlaſting life:” That, if men be- 
« heve not in him,” if they do not receive and 
ſubmit to his doctrine, they ſhall die in their 
« fins,” and that,“ being condemned already, 

the wrath of God abideth on them f.“ He 
« js the light of the world, and whoſoever fol- 
« loweth him ſhall not walk in darkneſs, but 
* ſhall have the light of life g“ . 


Thus 
* 2 Cor. v. 19. f John viü. 24. 1 John ii. 18. 
John vii. 12. HP: 
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A hus, the knowledge of J eſus Chriſt is of ex- 
1 meaning; throws: light on every thing 
that is of real importance to man; makes al 

| things manifeſt it in their nature, tendencies „and | 
effeQs 3 Helivers them from the clouds and dark- 
nels ie in ' which they are involved by nin; and re- 
erllibits them in that ſame point of view in which 
they are ſeen by God himſelf; We thay theres | 
fore clearly perceive the fulfilment of the pro- 
phecy, 1 in which the Meffiah isreprefented as fay- | 
a, ing. have! not "hid thy righteouſneſs within my 
tc beart; 1 have declared thy faithfulneſs and 
10 thy ſalvation 1 have not concealed thy lor- 
8 ing-kindneſs and thy truth * ＋ hus, we 
« who fat i in darkneſs ſee a great light; and to 
« ug who fat in the region and ſhadow of death 
10 light; is ſprung W If our goſpel be hid, 
« it is hid to them that are loſt: in whom the 

« god of this world hath blinded” the minds of 
* * which believed not, left the light of the 

„ glorious. goſpel of Chriſt, who i is the "gp of | 


« God ſhould. ſhine unto them 1. ” "OB 
"This ſubject will be further illuſtrated, by 
. | 
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II. Somr of the diftitifuiſking/characers of 


| Wis knowledge, by which we diſcern its intrin- 


fic and tranſcendent excellence: 

J, The doctrine of which it confiſts could 
never have been known, had it not been for 
the revelation of Jeſus Chriſt. No man hath 


* ſeen God "at any time; the only-begotten 


* Son who is in the boſom of the Father, he 
« hath declared him *” No man had diſco- 
yered his true nature, or his counſels. He a- 
lone knew them, who was with him from the 


beginning, and who was eternally and intimate- 


ly acquainted with all his projected works in 
heaven and in earth f. The truth revealed by 


him is that which was * hid in God”? which 
was altogether beyond the reach of every ere- 
ated intelligence, and was known only to the 


three Perſons in the Godhead.· Canſt thou by 


ſearching find out God? Canft thou find out 


* the Almighty unto petfeQtion?' It is high 


as heaven, what canſt thou do! deeper 
* than hell, what eanſt thou ænow 29440 the 
depth of the riches, both ot the wiſdom and 
„knowledge of God! How unſearchable are 


"nd his 
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his judgements, and his ways paſt finding 
„ out! For who hath known the mind of the 
Lord, or who hath been his counſellor ?? 
The doctrine of Ohriſt is therefore called © the 
„ myſtery which was kept ſecret fince the world 
«+. began, hid from ages and generations, but is 
% now made manifeſt to the ſaints f.. * The 
« inviſible things of God, even his eternal | 
| « power and Godhead,” are indeed, diſplayed 
in „the things which are made. But ſo far 
have men been from inveſtigating, and, embrac- 
ing the truth, which they might have known, 
that their ſpeculations haye tended to render it 
_ obſcure, and to prevent the propagation and the 
belief of it. When, in the early ages of the 
World, God revealed to them his real charac- 
er, as the ſupreme God; what did they, even 
when they thought and ſtudied to become wiſe, 
but pervert the truth, and, by that perverſion, 
confirm and, increaſe their own depravity. 
5 7 they knew God, they _ glorified him 
+, not- as God, neither were thankful ; but be- 
Peay in their imaginations, and their 
ft aan. heart, was ken Profeſſing them- 


* Rom, zi. 33, 34. Rom. xvi. 25. Col. i. 26. 
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4" ſelves to bo wiſe they became fools*.” After 
the original apoſtaſy, God upfolded his gracious 
intention of Taving men by the ſeed of the wo- 
man. In the mean time he inſtituted ſacriflees, 
to remind them of the fotfiture of their lives by 
fin, and that they could be redeemed only by 
the blood of the promiſed ſeed. Forgetful of 
the promiſe, and of the true ſpitit of the inſti- 
tution, they perverted the gobd ways of the 
Lord, and abfurdly imagined, that * the blood 
of bulls and of goats,” ſhell in facrifice, pol. 
ſeſſed an intrinſie merit and efficiency, to ren- 
der them acceptable to God. Some, feeling a 
ſecret conviction of the inſuffieieney of the or- 
dinary ſacrifices, impiouſly thought that human 
ſactificeg would be more effectual that the blood 
of beafts, to propitiate the Deity; that,. „theit 
* firſt-born would atotbe for their ttanſgreſſtons, 
nid the fruit of their bodies for the fin of their 
„ ſouls.“ The "ignorance and perverſion” of 
heathen nations were univerfal. But Who is 
not fAruck with the ſcriptural account of the re- 
peuted apoſtaſſes of the Jews, of their incura- 
ble obſtinacy, of their perpetval neglect of the 
divine r-velation, which diſtinguiſhed them from 
i i every 


„ Rom. i. 194-22, 
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every other people, and their conſtant abuſe of 
the moſt poſitive ſacred inſtitutions! There is a 
ſtill more affecting evidence of the unaptneſs of 
the human underſtanding to apprehend any 
part of the great truths of God, to be found in 
ine character of our Lord's diſciples themſelves, 
after the light had ſhone fairly upon them,— 
Ho juſtly did Chriſt complain of their flawnels 
to underſtand the ſpirituality of that kingdom. 
Which he had come to eſtabliſh. in the world; 
and, on this account, how ſparingly did he ex- 
plain it to them? His prudence prevented him 
from “ putting new wine into old bottles. yp 
With what reluctance and averſion did they lc 
ten to the doctrine of his ſufferings. and his 
eraſs, though be expreſsly connected with it, 
the glory of his reſurrection ? It ought to be at- 
tended to, that they heſitated to believe the 
truth af God, even when taught by him whom 
they acknowledged to be the Son of God. And 
it is not leſs worthy of remark, that their firm 
Perſuaſion, that Jeſus is the Chriſt, the Son of 
the living God,“ was not the effect of mere 
human teaching. even. that of Chriſt as a man; 
put of the immediate teaching of God himlelt. 
1979 3 AHleſſed 
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« Bleſſed art thou, Simon Bar: jona; for fleſh 


and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but 


„my Father which is in heaven *.“ What ap- 


pears moſt ſurpriſing is, that, after our Lord's re- 
ſurrection, and the light which that event thre w 


on the prophecies of the Old Teſtament con- 


cerning the ſpirituality of the Meſſiah's king- 
dom; not only the Jewiſh Chriſtians, but even 


the apoſtles themſelves, continued averſe to re- 
ceive the believing Gentiles into the church. 


unleſs they would ſubmit to the law of Moſes. 
Before this doctrine reſpecting the calling of the 
Gentiles to the full enjoyment of Chriſtian privi- 
leges, could be admitted, and their prejudices 
removed, a new, revelation, on this ſubject be- 


came neceſſary, which was made chiefly to the 


apoſtle Paul. If you have heard of the diſ- 
<« .penſation of the grace of God which is given 


me to you-ward 5 how he made known. to 


me the myſtery, which in other ages was not 
made known unto the ſons of men, as it. is 
now revealed unto his holy apoſtles and pro- 


36 * phets . by. the Spirit: That the Gentiles 


v. ul, be ein and of the ſame 
« body, 
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body, and partakers of his promiſe in Chriſt 


« by the goſpel*” Thus, it ' ſeems abun- 
dantly evident, that man has no reaſon to 
be proud of his wiſdom or diſcernment in 
the things of God, and that all our true infor- 
mation, and every juſt ſentiment we have, re- 


ſpecting God, and what belongs to our everlaſt- 
ing peace, are properly called The knowledge of 


Jeſus Chriſt, as they have proceeded from him, 


in whom are ng the treaſures on wildem and 


1 5 


« knowledge.” 
- 2dly, It is the coly doctrine on which men 


can ſafely rely for ſalvation. Numberleſs have 


been the attempts of men to mingle their own 
ſentiments and opinions with the goſpel of 


Chriſt. Their vanity and folly have unceaſing- 


ly prompted them to accommodate his pure doc- 
trine to their own fancies, In this view, © there 
« are many antichriſts' in the world.“ They 
have riſen in every age, and in every place. 
In the primitive churches there were thoſe who 


practiſed the hidden things of diſhoneſty, walk- 


ing in craftineſs, and handling the word of 
. God deceitfully 4. „* In oppoſition to theſe, 
41 Chriſtians 


* Eph. iii. 2-6. + 2 Cor. iv. . 8 
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Chriſtians are admoniſhed “ to receive with 
„ meekneſs the ingrafted word, which is able 
* to ſave their ſouls“;“ and to deſire the 
ſincere milk of the word 4,” the uncorrupted 
doctrine of the word of Chriſt, which alone 
is fitted to nouriſh the ſoul unto: eternal life; 
as the unmingled milk which providence has 
prepared in the mother's breaſt is fit to nou- 
riſn the life of the infant. The word of the 
liring God is debaſed and polluted: by any 
mixture whatſoever. With what indignation 
does God ſpeak againſt the love of human 
mixtures, and with what contempt of theſe mix- 
tures themſelves. -* How long ſhall this be in 
the heart of the prophets that prophecy lies? 
Lea, they are prophets of the deceit of their 
„on hearts; which think to cauſe my people 
to forget my name by their dreams, which 


„they tell every man to his neighbour, as theit 
«fathers have forgotten my name for Baal. 
| Phe prophet that hath a dream, let him tell 
a dream; and he that hath my word, let 
him ſpeak my word faithfully : What is the 
« chaff to the whear, ſaith the Lord? Is not 


James i, 21. FT Pet. i. a. 
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u my word like as a fire; ſaith the Lord? and 
like a hammer that breaketh the rock in 
pieces “? There is one God, and one Lord, 
«and one uith ;“ that is, one doctrine, cor- 
reſponding to the one God, and the one Lord, 
which we ought to embrace by faith. Every 
other faith or doctrine is chaff, of no weight or 
avail in the fight of God, whatever ſtreſs men 
may lay upon it. The embracing or relying 
on any falſe doctrine, proceeds always: from 
ſome unhappy offence at the uncorrupted truth, 
through the depravity of the mind, diſpoſing 
men to adulterate or reject it. But where is 
«:js the wiſe? where is the ſcribe? where is the 
« diſputer of this world?“ Where are all the 
ſchemes of thoſe who were called wiſe, or have 
thought themſelves wiſe for effecting the ſalvation 
of ſinners, compared with the goſpel of Chriſt? 
« Hath not God,” in the courſe of his adorable 

providence, and by the revelation of the goſpel, 
deſtroyed the wiſdom of the wiſe, and brought 
to nought the underſtanding of the prudent? 
Hath he not made fooliſh the wiſdom of this 
world 1 What ſyſtem of human contrivance 
SG | F could 


| * Jer. xxili. 2629. ; T Eph. iv. 3. 1 I Cor. i. 19, 20. 


„ 
gould ever bring ſolid or ſatisfying reſt to a mind 
convinced of ſin, and oppreffed with a ſenſe of 
guilt, and. with the fearful apprehenfion of ap- 
pearing before God in judgement Each of 
them, in ſucceſſion, has faid, and will ever ſay, 
Relief is not in me. After that, in the wiſ- 
dom of God, the world by wiſdom knew not. 
God, it pleaſed God by the fooliſhneſs of 
6 preaching,” by the publication of that docs 
trine which the world accounted fooliſhneſs, 
to ſave them that believe .“ The faith of 
Chriſt is univerſally profeſſed among us; but 
fill, under ſpeeious and plauſible pretences, 
men fet forth their errors in the doctrines of ſal- 
vation, mingling with theſe as much of the 
truth as. is neceſſary to make them reſemble it; 
and boldly aſſerting them to be the truth, while 
they are only the deluſions of their own minds, 
and ſhall certainly come to nothing. * For o- 
ther foundation can no man lay, than that is 
* laid, even Jeſus Chriſt f.“ From his mouth 
alone the law and the truth muſt be taken. 
And © thus faith the Lord,” muſt be plainly 
| aſcribed on all the doctrines of our faith, other- * 


1 Cor. i. a2. 1 Cor. ili. 11. 
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wiſe, however they may be publiſhed in his, or 
in any other name, . can avail in for 
our ſalvation. | 
Zaly The knowledge of Rü Chriſt is dif. 
tinguiſhed by its ſuperiority to all the divine 
knowledge that had formerly been communi- 
cated to men. The world never was entirely 
without a divine revelation; and whatever was 
the degree in which it had been given, it ſeems 
always to have proceeded from the Son of Godi 
His name is“ the Word of God;“ and he hath 
revealed the unſearchable counſels of heaven to 
angels and to men. He ſpake and gave laws 
to the angelic ſpirits z and pronounced right- 
eous judgements, on thoſe who ſtood and on 
thoſe who fell. It was his voice in the Shechi- 
nah, the viſible ſymbol of the divine majeſty; 
that held intercourſe with man in the garden of 
Eden. It was he who ſpake to Abraham and 
the patriarchs . It was he who gave to Moſes 
his ſtatutes for Iſrael, by the miniſtry of an- 
gels 4. It was the ſpirit of Chriſt, in the pro- 
phets, who inſpired them with the knowledge 
ee and will of God, which they made 
known 


= ®* Gen, Ali. 13. 16: Acts vü. 35, 38. 4 
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known to men“. And it deſerves our parti. 
cular attention, that, 4% on the holy mount,“ 


where our Lord was transfigured, and where 


Moſes and Elias were, “a voice came” to the 


diſciples, from the excellent glory; which 


* ſaid, This is my beloved Son, in whom Il am 
well pleaſed; hear him .“ As if it had ſaid, 


Ye have heard Moſes; but if ye would truly 
underſtand him, give heed to what is declared 
to you by my beloved Son, who is the end of 
„ the law” of Moſes, for righteouſneſs, to e- 
* very one who believeth 4.“ The. ſpirit of the 
whole diſpenſation of Moſes is in him, and by 


him alone can its deſign be accompliſhed. Ye 
bave heard Elias, and his brethren the pro- 


phets. They all bare witneſs to my beloved 


Son, and to his ſalvation in its true meaning 


and glorious extent, © when they teſtified of 


his ſufferings, and of the glory that ſhould 
9 follow, into which” both they, and the © an- 
« gels deſire to look 5.“ 

This doctrine, ſuperior to al other eee 


in religion, which hath ever been given to man- 
| Kind, + God, who at ſundry times, and in di- 


verſe 


* pet. i. 11. J Matt, xvii, 5. 2 Pet. i. 17, 18. 
4 Rom. x. 4. 6 1 Pet. i. 10, Ly 12. 


( 45 ) 
« yerſe manners, ſpake in time paſt to the fa. 
„ thers by the prophets, hath in theſe laſt days 
. ſpoken by his Son “.“ It is the perfect and 
final revelation which God hath vouchſafed to 
men for their ſalvation. Henceforth,” ſays 
the apoſtle, © know we no man after the fleſh; 
yea, though we have known Chriſt after the 
« fleſh,” that is, as a miniſter of the circumci- 
ſion, preaching to the loſt ſheep of the houſe of 
Iſrael, in a leſs extenſive and glorious way; 
yet now henceforth know we him no more 4.” 
We now riſe-higher in the doctrine of God, and 
publiſh a new age entirely, “a new creation, in 
66 which old things are done away, and all 
things are become new j.“ All the informa- 
tion, with regard to religion, which the world 
had received in the former ages, was ineffec- 
tual for the ends of ſalvation, independent of 
its relation to this laſt revelation from heaven. 
Even the knowledge which came by ſpecial re- 
velation to the houſe of Iſrael, is abſorbed in 
the clearer light of the Sun of Righteouſneſs, 
which hath riſen on us: And he, who hath 
made all things new in theſe laſt days,” ſhall 
| require 


8 Heb, I, I, 2. F aCor. v. 16. ; t 2 Cor. v. 17. 
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require from us-an account, proportioned to the 


ſuperior advantages which are given to us. 
The law made nothing perfect. But they 
« who ſinned under the law were judged by the 
law: and if they eſcaped not who refuſed 
„him who ſpake on earth, much more ſhall 
* not we eſcape, if we turn away from him 
«.-who-ſpeaketh from heaven 
4thiy, The knowledge, or the doarine of 1 
fus Chriſt is diſtinguiſhed by the power which 
accompanies it, and renders it effectual to fulfil 
the ends of its publication, His own perſonal 
work is abſolutely perfect, and has completely 
anſwered its deſign. He hath finiſhed tranſ- 
«, greſſion, made an end of fin, made reconci- 
© liation for iniquity, and brought in everlaſt- 
ing righteouſneſs}.” And therefore, let thoſe 
ho glory, glory in him, who, of God, is made 
* unto us wiſdom, and righteouſneſs, and ſanc- 
« fication and redemption .“ And let believ- 
ers ſay, © He who ſpared not his own Son, but 
gave him up to the death for us all, how ſhall 
he not with him alſo freely give us all things||?” 
| But 
Heb. xii. 22,29. f Dan, ix. 24 fr Cor. i. 30, 31. 
Rom. viii. 32, &c. 8 | 
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But in vain would Chriſt have paid the price of 
our redemption, unleſs he had likewiſe made 
proviſion, for producing in us a ſuitable compli- 
ance with his deſign. There is univerſally ſuch 
a violent oppoſition to it in the depraved heart 
of man, that, without the exerciſe of that power 
by which the heart was formed, it would, in no 
caſe, have yielded. All things, therefore, are 
put under his feet; and power is given him 
« over all fleſh, that he may give eternal life 

to as many as the Father hath given him “.“ 
The excellence of the goſpel is univerſally: 
demonſtrated by the power, which renders it 
effectual for the fanRification and ſalvation of 
every one who receives it.—“ The power of 
God, which raiſed Chriſt from the dead, now 
exerciſed by Chriſt himſelf, for the benefit of 
thoſe who are the heirs of ſalvation; to“ plant 
* them in the likeneſs of his reſurrection, ' and 
to fit them for being * partakers of the glory 
* hereafter to be revealed.” That ye may 
* know,” ſaith Paul to the Epheſians, * what is 
* theexceeding greatneſs of his power to us- ward 
* Who believe; according to the working of his 
mighty 


* Eph i. 22. John xvii. 4. 
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mighty power, which he wrought in Chriſt 
* when he raiſed him from the dead, and ſet him 
at his own right hand. Vou hath he quicken- 
ed who were dead in treſspaſſes and ſins— And 
© hath raiſed us up together, and made us fit, 
together in heavenly places in Chriſt Jeſus, 
For we are his workmanſhip, created again 
in Chriſt Jeſus, unto good works, which God 
% hath before ordained, that we ſhould walk in 
« them *.” | | 
In the dais of 8 influence, 
there is nothing in itſelf unreaſonable. It is, 
on the contrary, quite analogous to the con- 
ſtant univerſal operation of that God, “ in whom 
« we live, and move, and have our Being.“ “It 
is the ſpirit that quickeneth,” ſaid Chriſt, 
« the fleſh profiteth nothing; the words that L 
« ſpeak unto you, they are ſpirit, and they are 
«© kite 4, He hath made us able miniſters of 
the New Teſtament,” ſays Paul, © not of the 
letter, but of the ſpirit, for the letter killeth, 
but the ſpirit giveth life .“ He to whom“ the 
„ ſpirit was given without meaſure,” ſaid of 
Welk; * the ſpirit of the Lord is upon me, 
« becauſe 


pk, i. 19, 20. ii. I, 4, 5» 6, 8: f John vi'63. 42 cer. i. * 


( 49 ) 

« hecauſe he hath anointed me, to preach the 
8 goſpel to the poor, he hath ſent me to heal 
a the broken hearted, to preach deliverance to 
the captives, and recovering of fight to the 
« blind, to ſet at liberty them that are bruiſ- 
« ed &. Aſtoniſhed at his doctrine, and feel- 
ing its power, the people ſaid:“ never man 
« ſpake like this man.” An authority accom- 
panied his words, when it was his pleaſure it 
ſhould do ſo, which made the moff obſtinate 
heart to bow. At his irreſiſtible command. 
men forſook their ſins, their worldly purſuits, 
their friends, and their all, to follow him, The 
ſaving effect was produced, not ſolely by the 

force of the gracious and heavenly truths which 
he uttered ; but alſo by the divine energy which 
attended his teaching. It was by this neceſſa- 
ry divine influence, that his word ſpoken by 
himſelf, and by his diſciples, became “ quick 
and powerful, ſharper than a two edged ſword, 
« piercing to the dividing aſunder of the Joints 
and marrow, and diſcerning the thoughts and 
«* intents of the heart +.” It is with reference 
to this influence, that the apoſtle affirms, © The 
3: weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but 


G mighty 
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mighty, through God, to the pulling down of 
«6 ſtrong bolds, caſting down imaginations, and 
„ eyery high thing, that exalteth itſelf Againſt 
6« the knowledge of God, and bringing into cap- 
« tiyity every thought to the obedience. of 
« Chriſt . The ſpirit of all grace e 
aq the Father, and operates according t t 


« int bath d. and learned of the alben 
* cometh unto me f. And, * he is able to ſave 
*to the uttermoſt, all who come unto God by 
F him; ſeeing he eyer liveth, to make intercel- 
ec fion I them T; * and thereby, to giye the 
* * Holy - x] to them that alk him,” 


sven, then, is the excellent knowledge of 
| Jeſus Chriſt ; and ſuch are the circumſtances, 
which ought to bring home its tranſcendent ex-. 
cellence, to our underſtandings and convice 
tions. 82 

And what, my brethren, can explain our 
feeling even the ſmalleſt degree of indifference | 
towards iʒt? What can account. for its failing 
fo profiuce . full effect upon us! F What, but 
the 


_ #4Cor-2-4 Þ Jo. vi. 45. J Heb. vü. ag, 
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the want of faith, in our real Ps deplorable fi 
| tuation, as guilty, depraved, condemned fin- 
ners! Did we poſſeſs « faith but as a grain of 
" muſtard. ſeed,” could this poſſibly happen? 
& Did we Pellete that, as ſinners we cannot 
dwell with God, but ate expoſed to the aw- 
ful ſentence, « Depart from nie, ye workers of 
« iniquity 2” Did we believe, that, by 6 his 
% knowledge the Lord Jeſus Chriſt will juſtify 
and ſave many *” from this wretched condi- 
tion; that, though unholy and unfit for hea- 
ven, we may, by *the knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt 
« be made partakers of a divine nature, and 
u eſcape the corruption that is in the world 
« through luſt +,” and all its dreadful and e- 
fernal conſequences ? Did we believe theſe 
| things, is it poſſible that ſuch indifference and 
inſenſibility reſpecting this knowledge could 
exiſt, as we may every day diſcern in the mul- 
titude atound us! 

Ineſtimable knowledge! how glorious! how 
bliGful! in itſelf fuperlatively excellent and 
ſublime | the perpetual feaſt of angels, from 
whence they derive their higheſt information; 
in the ſucceſsful propagation of which they 


Ika. Iii. 11. + 2 Pet. i. 44: 
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find their nobleſt ſervice, their moſt exalt- 
ed joys; exciting them to cry out, Glory to 

God in the higheſt; peace on earth. and 
* 1 will towards men!“ 

11 to angels, this knowledge is ſo Ve" ; 
what ſhould it be to us! Without it, we muſt 
| He in © utter darkneſs” forever. But where it 
is truly | diſcerned and received, the ſong of 
Zacharias will naturally be adopted, and will 
fitly expreſs the ſentiments of our hearts: 
Bleſſed be the Lord God of Iſrael, who hath 
given us the knowledge of ſalvation, by the 
remiſſion of our ſins through his tender mer- 
cy, whereby the day ſpring from on high 
«, hath- viſited us, to give light to us who were 
« ſitting in darkneſs and in the ſhadow of death, 
to guide our feet in the way of peace.“ 
Well might the apoſtle ſay: * For this know- 
ledge I count all things but loſs :”—* All 
'*® things ;*” all religious privileges, in which I 

formerly and abſurdly gloried, but in which I 

now renounce all confidence, as being by them- 

ſelves altogether unfit to afford me the leaſt 
claim: to the divine favour, or to any ſpiritual 
2 bleſſing. 


* Luke i. 63, 775 79. 
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bleſſing.— Alb things;” all ether knowledge 3 
often uncertain, always extremely limited 3; ne» 
ver capable of filing the mind; or of ſatisfying 
the heart of a rational 'and-immortal being. 
„All things ;” all ocher pofſe/frons 3 which periſh 
with the uſing; from which | ſhall in a moment 
be eternally ſeparated ; and which, compared 
with this knowledge, are at beſt, like “the 
« huſks, the food of ſwine, with which 
de praved, infatuated man ſeeks in vain to fill 
himſelf.— “ All things;“ all other Pur ſuits #the 
_ fatally deluding objects of human vanity, or 
ambition, or covetouſneſs, or ſenſuality.— Or 
whatever elſe can be named, I count them 
* all but loſs for the excellency of the knOo. - 
* ledge of Jeſus Chritt, my Lord“? 
O that this knowledge did appear to all of 
us to be, what it really is, fairer than the ſun, 
more reviving than its moſt pleaſant rays, more 
glorious than its brighteſt luſtre! O that we all 
felt it to be ſweeter than honey, and more pre- 
cious than gold! We ſhould then abound in e- 
very holy virtue, and in every Chriſtian grace. 
We ſhould not be barren, nor unfruitful in 
the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Je- 
* {us Chriſt,” For it is its natural tendency to 
produce 
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produce a conformity to God. Beholding itt 
« this glaſs the glory of the Lord, we ſhould be 
* changed into the ſame image from glory to 
glory, by the Spiritiof the Lord &.“ 
We would think ourſelves highly honoured, 
in contributing, by our prayers, our exertions, 
our ſubſtance; to ſpread the glorious goſpel of 
hriſt; in being inſtrumental in conveying its 
glad tidings even but to one buen . 
the ſons of Ada... 
To propagate the excellent ne of 
| Jefus Chriſt is the direct and the principal ob- 


ject of that Society, at whoſe deſire I now ad- 


dreſs you; and thoſe to whom the management 
of - its affairs is entruſted, endeavour to keep 
this grand deſign continually in their view. 
They uſe all poſſible care in the ſelection of 
their teachers; and though all of theſe cannot 
be ſuppoſed to poſſeſs the fame degree of thoſe 
talents, which are deemed requiſite; yet wecan 
aſſure you and the public, that, on the whole, 
they are well qualified for their important offi- 
ces; and that there ate among them many ex- 
cellent men, ſingularly fitted for their employ- 
_ and ain the divine bleſſing, happily 

e | ſucceſsful 
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ſueceſsful in communicating the knowledge of 
Chriſt to thoſe ho are under their charge. 
Let us bleſs God that, within theſe few yeats, 
the funds of the Society have been greatly en- 
larged. But, enlarged as they are, our, neceſ- 
ſaxy expenditure has, for ſome time, exceeded 
our annual revenue. The applications which 
axe ſtill made for ſchoolmaſters and miſfionaries/ 
are numerous and urgent. For vaſt (diſtri: 
in the Highlands and Iſlands of Scotland are yet 
far remoyed from the means of religious inſtruo- 
tion, and remain in a ſtate of deplorable igno- 
range. It is with deep regret; that, this year, 
we have been forced to retrench our expendi- 
tute; and n to — Wm 
We en ngitsh b | 
to gt? 1 aff ni 916% 21dmog ts 5 N 


8 . ; rar * 
"40 — 17 T3 : 21 g: 


* They aa wiſh for 3 1 eee refpe@ting the / 
ſtock and expenditure of the Society, will find it in their late pub- | 
lication, entitled, © An Account of the Funds, Expenditure, and 
General Management of the Society for propagating Chriſtian, 
% Knowledge.“ It contains, 

If, A full and accurate Statement of the Funds of the Society, 
the various Sources from which they ariſe, the Manner in which 
they are ſecured, and the reſpeQive Purpoſes to which they are 
deſtined by the will of the Donors. 

2dly, The Expenditure of the Society, including the various 
Objects to which their Funds are applied, as well fixed and ſta- 
ted, as caſual and incidental, as far as they can be aſcertained. 
% 
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May that bleſſed period ſpeedily come, when 
„ the knowledge of the Lord ſhall fill the earth 
* as the waters do the ſea!” May * he who 
* commanded the light to ſhine out of dark. 
„ neſs, ſhine more and more in our hearts, 
to give us the light of the knowledge of the 
glory of God in the face of Chriſt!” prepar- 
ing us for that happy world, where“ we ſhall 
not ſee as through a glaſs darkly, but face to 
* face; where we ſhall know not in part, ou 


„ even as we are known.” 


34ly, The manner in which the Rufineſs of the Society is con- 
ducted, and the Effects both civil and religious, which they have 
reaſon to believe have reſulted to the Public from their labours, 
I0 this Account is ſubjoined, The Scheme of the Society's 
« Eſtabliſhments for the year, from 1ſt May 1796, to iſt May 
* 1797. ” 
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DAVID EARL OF LEVEN. AND. \ MELVILL, 
PRESIDENT OF THE - SOOIETEa a0 wb 


| Committee of Directors. 


ROREZART Ear or KIx NOT, Preſident. 

Rev. Thomas Davidſon, D. D. one of the 4 — of Edin- 
burgh. 

Andrew Hamilton, Eſq.- Deputy Comptroller of Exciſe. 

Sir John Wiſhart Belſches of Fettercairn, Bart. Advocate, 

Rev. William Paul, one of the Miniſters of St Cuthberts. 

Adam Rolland of Gaſk, Eſq. "Advocate. 

David Reid, Eſq. one of the Commiſſioners of the Cuſtoms,” 

John Dickſon, Eſq. of Coulter, Advocate. 

Rev. David Johnſton, D. D. Miniſter of North Leith. 

William M. Donald, Eſq. of St. Martins, Clerk to the Signet. 

Rev. Andrew Hunter, D. D. S. T. P. one of the Miniſters 


of Edinburgh. 
Rev. T. S. Jones, one of the Miniſters of Lady Glenorchy's 
Chapel. 
Mr James Bonar, Deputy Solicitor of Exciſe. 
James Haldane, Eſq. late in the Service of the Honourable 
Eaſt India Compy. 
John Gloag, Eſq. Merchant in Edinburgh. 
3 Officers 
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Officers of the Society. 


Rev. John Kemp, D. D. one of the Miniſters of Edinburgh, 
Secretary. 

Alexander Dyncan, Eſq.. Clerk tothe Signet, Treaſurer. 

William Galloway, Eſq. Merchant in Edinburgh, Comptroller. 

Horatius Cannan, Eſq. Clerk to the Signet, Accountant." 

Mr Archibald Lundie, Clerk to the Signet, Bookholder. 

Mr James Robertſon, Clerk to the Signet, Clerk, 


Mr John Pitcairn, Merchant in Edinburgh, Librarian. 
Mungo n ne Beadle. 


Annual and other Benefa&ions art received by 


The Secretary, Treaſurer, or any of the principal Officers 
the Society i in Edinburgh. 


In Louvon, 


By Thomas Coutts, Eſq. Banker in the Strand. 

William Fuller, Eſq. and Son, Bankers, Lombard-Street. 

Henry Hunter, D. D. Charles' Square, Hoxton, Secretary 
to the Correſponding Board in London. 
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Form or a Bxquesr ox LEGACY. 


Item, I give and bequeath the ſum of 
to The Society in Scotland for 
propagating Chriſtian Knowledge, to be applied, 
either to the general objects of the inftitution, 
or to ſuch particular purpoſes, conſiſtent with 
theſe objects, as the donor may think proper. 


VN. B. Thoſe who may be pleaſed to favour 
this Society with Bequeſts or Legacies, are in- 
treated to expreſs their intention in the very 
words above directed; and particularly to take 


care that the words, in Scotland, be not omit- 
ted. 
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